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- Opening quote by or about the featured villain/villainess- Historical map, annotated with key

locations from person's life- A Wicked Web featuring allies and enemies- Historical photos and

etchings- Boxes with additional information- Photo documentaries: six to eight pages of photos and

captions telling the person's life- Timeline, glossary, additional sources- Engaging narrative

nonfiction written at a very accessible reading level
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Sean Stewart Price has written more than 50 books for children and teenagers, and his biography

"Front Page Lives: Benazir Bhutto" garnered a starred review from Booklist. He has edited nine

books for teachers and contributed to numerous text books and reference works. A former

managing editor of "Junior Scholastic" magazine in New York, Price has written articles for

publications such as "National Geographic Kids" and "The New York Times Upfront." He lives with

his family in Alabama.

This book, by Scholastic Books, is a very nice, quick biography of Cixi: The Last Empress of China.

Also, it gives a good overview of the political climate in China as the country was forced to open its

doors to trade with a number of foreign countries. Many of China's costal cities were forced to



become ports of trade, whether the Chinese government, under the Empress, wanted this or not.

Cixi herself, was also forced to choose a path of destruction to remain in power when even her son

failed to meet the challenge of becoming Emperor.If you like this book, then further biographic

material is available in numerous other books at .byC.R. Melcher

Cixi: Evil Empress of China? (A Wicked History) by Sean Stewart Price, I think is geared for young

teenagers or those who do not know too much about the history of China's rulers. Much of the

information presented, although well done, I have knowledge of through other readings about her.

However, I did enjoy this book.
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